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- 'Ryan is an autistic self-advocate and a
% . tenacious endurance athlete. Ryan
_ channels his determination into wheelchair
Z t racing, finding strength and resilience
through these passions.

In 2024, he was honored with the
prestigious Darkus Nems Self-Advocate of
the Year award for his tireless efforts to
raise awareness and create positive change.

Ryan serves on the Indiana Governor’s Council for People with
Disabilities and has shared his skills through educating about
autism on humerous podcasts.

A trauma survivor, Ryan’s journey has shaped him into a
compassionate friend and ally to many. Through his art, he
shares his experiences and perspectives, aiming to inspire
others and foster a deeper understanding of the autistic
community.

You can find more of Ryan art, advocacy and racing on his
social media: Instagram @running_with_kala and on Facebook
@ryansteiner

D | Scan the QR Code to Learn more about Ryan Steiner




Grayson Oliver, Indiana

Grayson draws inspiration from horror
and villains for his Disastrous Villainous
series, featuring Slappy the Dummy
from his favorite Goosebumps books. He
enjoys creating with markers and aspires
to be an artist when he grows up.

> |Scan the QR Code to Watch Grayson’s Interview

Lauren is an Autistic artist who
creates expressive acrylic paintings.
She often includes the phrase “never
give up” in her work as a message of
encouragement and resilience.

Scan the QR Code Watch Lauren’s Interview | D




Sue Reeves, Michigan

Sue was diagnosed with autism as an

adult, and was not understood by many
3 people, including family. Art is the way
| that is the most comfortable way for her
to communicate. She enjoys making
4. ] people smile through | use acrylic paint,
¥ -il lightfast colored pencils, and/or soft oil

> | Scanthe QR Code to Watch Sue’s Interview

Mario Rodriguez, /llinois

Mario started drawing animals at the age wi=''=1 /1
of five. This was his way of communication. SOLES
He was diagnosed with Autism at age 3, but k S5 '

this did not stop him from loving the world
and animals around him. His art has been
featured in Chicago Time Out Magazine. He
had his first solo art show at age 14 and his
art has been featured as public art displays
on Michigan Ave., on different occasions.

Scan the QR Code Watch Mario’s Interview >




Takuya Inoue Higa, Japan

== Takuya is a neurodivergent artist whose
work centers on abstract, message-driven
expression. Working primarily in watercolor,
he draws inspiration from music, translating
repeated listening into color, composition,
and meaning.

Having discovered painting later in life, his
art reflects lived experience and personal
depth shaped over time.

> | Scan the QR Code to Watch Takuya’s Interview

Roland Buehlmann, Switzerland

Roland IS a Swiss guitarist,
multiinstrumentalist, composer, and sound
. tinkerer working across music, photography,
@ and digital art. His practice spans
instrumental albums, pinhole photography,
video creation, and experimental digital
works  combining  photography  with
CAD-based 3D models.

As a curious and reflective creator, his work
is shaped by faith, neurodivergence, and a
love of books, green tea, wine, and whiskey.




Keaton Garner, Indiana

Keaton is a non-verbal abstract
autistic artist. His abstracts bend and
integrates colors in a bright unique
relationship with the viewer's eyes
and their senses. He has three pieces
in galleries across the U.S. Huston TX,
Tampa FL and Knoxville TN.

Aiden Grace, Indiana

Aiden is an Autistic artist who
creates expressive acrylic paintings.
She often includes the phrase “never
give up” in her work as a message of
encouragement and resilience.







LoVe Sara Sara, Indiana

Sara is an autistic individual who discovered her
love of painting during covid. For her, creating art
Is a calming and relaxing experience, and she
paints every day. Sara finds joy in sharing her art
with others and hopes to inspire greater
awareness and acceptance of the autism
community through her work.

Cheng-quan, Taiwan

Cheng-quan is an artist who grew up in Taiwan.
From a young age, art became a powerful way for
him to express emotions and experiences that were
difficult to put into words. He is eager to share his
voice through art and continues to explore
storytelling through color and form. He often works
with watercolor, crayon, and colored pencil.

Scan the QR Code to learn more about Cheng-quan’s Art



Ali Hamilton, Indiana

Ali is a detailed and technical artist.
She knows Japanese and enjoys
sharing her knowledge of the language.
She is a huge fan of Sanrio. Her favorite
color is pink, and she enjoys playing
games on her tablet, and listening to
Kawaii music.

> | Scan the QR Code to learn more about Ali’s Art

Alissa Sage, Indiana

Alissa loves to include bright colors and
details in all of her paintings. She
consistently strives to make her artwork
meaningful and a reflection of her
positive nature. Alissa is a social
butterfly with a big sense of humor who
loves helping others. Her favorite form
of art is painting pieces that encompass
the joy of spring.

Scan the QR Code learn more about Alissa’s Art | D>




Carl Strange, Indiana

| Carl has a big imagination that is
reflected in his art with a lot of detail and
| carefully chosen color. Carl uses his art
to reflect things that are most important
to him in life as well as convey messages
that he has strong opinions about. He is
a huge fan of wrestling and loves country
music as well as metal.

D | Scan the QR Code to learn more about Carl’s Art

Kendra (Keagan) Burk, Indiana

Kendra is an artist working out of Stone
Belt’s 10 Street Art Studio. They enjoy
painting, drawing, and other mediums as
welll When they’re not making art,
Kendra is busy with Self-Advocates of
Monroe County, the Hand-in-Hand
Program, and organizing donations for
other local organizations.

Scan the QR Code learn more about Kendra’s Art | D>




Don Robinson, Indiana

Don loves bluegrass music and
playing card games in his free time.
Don enjoys using watercolor as his
preferred medium, and loves
including a wide range of colors in his
work. His favorite subject to paint is
landscapes. Don is a big sports fan
who loves basketball.

> | Scan the QR Code to learn more about Don’s Art

Julia enjoys drawing family and friends

and exploring art with blocks and tiles.

Julia is probably the biggest James P =
A

Taylor fan you will ever meet. She = &
enjoys watching Bluey and learning the \kw
lyrics to her favorite songs.
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